
Farmer & Fish Feature – Spotlight on Rainbow Trout Producers

Rainbow Trout – A Swiss Specialty

Rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) is one of the most widely farmed fish in Switzerland with a 
yearly production of around 1 200 tons , prized for its delicate flavor and high protein content. 

For more information

Let’s take a look at two exemplary Swiss trout farms:

Pisciculture de Vionnaz (Valais)
 

Pisciculture de la Gruyère (Fribourg)

Located near the Rhône River, the Pisciculture de 
Vionnaz is known for its sustainable production met-
hods. With a focus on water quality, local feed, and 
minimal environmental impact.

•	 Production: around 30% of total indigenous pro-
duction 

•	 2 main sites: hatchery in Massongex and grow-out 
facility in Vionnaz

•	 Label Swiss Garanty and Swiss Fish Quality label
•	 Distribution: restaurants, local markets

Nestled in the Alps, this farm benefits from the spring 
fresh mountain water to rear its trout. 
The facility produces trout with strong regional iden-
tity, both traceable and top-quality.
•	 Production: around 10% of total indigenous pro-

duction 
•	 Production site and fishing pond available for sea-

soned angler or for family experience
•	 Label SNH Vitamin D 
•	 Distribution: local cooperatives and direct-to-con-

sumer channels

Swiss Aquaculture Review

Aquaculture in Focus: 
Start of the Swiss Coordination Office for Aquaculture (KSA) Newsletter

Why this newsletter?
Our newsletter is published twice a year and has a clear goal: to provide you with concise and relia-
ble information about legal changes, ongoing projects, and the services of the Swiss Coordination 
Office for Aquaculture (KSA). Whether you are a producer, researcher, authority representative, or 
interested professional, here you will learn firsthand about developments shaping Swiss aquacultu-
re and how we can advance it together.

Swiss Coordination Office for Aquaculture
Since 2019, the Federal Food Safety and Veterinary Office (FSVO) has supported the development 
of the Swiss Coordination Office for Aquaculture. The operational business was formally started in 
2024 as an association with a central office. This office is led by Boris Pasini and Jean Baptiste Luce.

Through the online portal aquakultur-schweiz.ch, KSA provides sound expertise, best practice 
examples, and tailored advisory services for producers, researchers, authorities, and other stakehol-
ders. The services range from technical recommendations to support in enforcement matters.

Our focus areas
•	 Knowledge consolidation: Providing up-to-date information, research results as well as practi-

cal and animal welfare standards in the form of factsheets on species relevant to aquaculture, for 
use by cantonal enforcement authorities and fish producers in practice.

•	 Networking: Building networks along the value chain from research to producers.
•	 Training: Professional development for authorities on specific aquaculture topics. Selected sub-

jects are covered in one-day workshops that provide practical and in-depth knowledge.
•	 Advising: Support on legal, technical, and ecological questions.

The goal is to develop aquaculture in Switzerland in an ecologically, economically and socially sus-
tainable way through open exchange with all relevant stakeholders.

First point of contact and information: www.aquakultur-schweiz.ch – here you will find background 
information, publications, and further links.

Legal Update – What Happened in Aquaculture Regulation in 2024?
In 2024, several legal adjustments relevant to aquaculture were introduced under the PA22+ fra-
mework. These updates aim to better integrate aquaculture into agricultural policy and clarify its 
role in structural and territorial planning. Here are the key developments:

Adaptation of the LAgr (Agricultural Law)

Articles 3, paragraph 3, and 3bis of the Federal Act on Agriculture (LAgr) have been amended. The-
se changes recognize the aquaculture sector as part of agricultural production, particularly within 
the scope of ancillary activities.  

Support for Structural Improvements (OAS - Ordinance on Structural Improvements in Agri-
culture)

Aquaculture can now benefit from financial support under Article 29, paragraph 2, which promotes 
construction measures or equipment for production.

Additionally, Annex 5, section 6 letter b of the OAS includes aquaculture among eligible activities 
for financial support.

Considerations Related to Spatial Planning
No changes were made in 2024 that could encourage structured integration of the aquaculture 
sector.

Conferences & Trade Fairs: Where the Aquaculture World Meets
The years 2025/2026 once again offer numerous opportunities to network with professionals in 
aquaculture, discover new developments, and gain inspiration for your own practice. Whether in 
Europe or globally, the coming months are filled with exciting events for anyone involved in fish 
farming, innovations in the circular economy, or regulatory frameworks.

A date you should not miss:
On January 29, 2026, the Aquaculture Day will take place in Switzerland: “How much is the fish!” – a 
central meeting point for the industry with current topics, hands-on contributions, and an excel-
lent opportunity for exchange. Organized by the Aquaculture Coordination Office and Swiss Food 
Research. Save the date!

Here is an overview of the most important dates – your next source of inspiration might be just 
one click away.

Conferences in Europe

Aquaculture Europe 2025
Date: September 22–25, 2025
Details: Annual meeting of the European Aquaculture Society in Valencia, Spain. Includes expert 
lectures, poster sessions, and an industry exhibition focusing on European developments.

Aquaculture Day 2026
Date: January 29, 2026
Details: Swiss expert conference on aquaculture, processing, marketing, and sales. Exchange 
between research, producers, trade, and authorities. Organized by the Aquaculture Coordination 
Office and Swiss Food Research.

Trade Fairs in Europe
Aqua Nor 2025

Date: August 19–21, 2025
Details: One of the world’s largest trade fairs for aquaculture technology in Trondheim, Norway. 
Focus on innovations in breeding, feed, automation, and environmental management.

AquaFarm 2026
Date: February 18–19, 2026
Details: International fair in Pordenone, Italy, focusing on aquaculture, algae farming, and sustaina-
ble fish processing with a strong emphasis on practical application and innovation.

Fish International 2026
Date: February 22–24, 2026
Details: German trade fair in Bremen for fish industry, aquaculture products, and technology. A 
marketplace for producers, gastronomy, and trade.

Global Conferences and Trade Fairs
ICFA 2025 – International Conference on Fisheries & Aquaculture
Date: September 16–17, 2025
Details: Scientifically oriented conference in Nha Trang, Vietnam. Topics include sustainable fisher-
ies, aquaculture development, climate adaptation, technology, and policy.

LACQUA 25
Date: October 6–9, 2025
Details: Latin American regional meeting of the World Aquaculture Society in Puerto Varas, Chile. 
Focus on production, sustainability, and market trends.

World Aquaculture 2025
Date: November 10–13, 2025
Details: World congress of the World Aquaculture Society in Hyderabad, India. Covers a wide range 
of topics from technical solutions to regulatory frameworks.

Blue Innovation Symposium 2026
Date: February 9–12, 2026
Details: Innovation forum in Newport, Rhode Island (USA), focusing on marine technology, digitali-
zation, sustainable fisheries, and aquaculture technology.

World Seafood Congress 2026
Date: February 9–11, 2026
Details: Congress on topics such as food safety, fish quality standards, sustainability, and value 
chains. Location: Chennai, India.

Aquaculture America 2026
Date: February 16–19, 2026
Details: Leading trade fair and conference of the U.S. aquaculture industry in Las Vegas. Wide range 
of topics including freshwater and marine species, innovations, and policy.
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